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the State Public Defender. No costs are anticipated in the consideration, drafting 
or adoption of the contemplated rule changes other than the ordinary 
administrative costs associated with drafting the changes and complying with 
the Iowa Administrative Procedure Act.  There are no statutory or judicial 
deadlines for action on the rules under consideration, and there is no timetable 
for agency action on the changes to the rules. The Agency Rules Administrator 
listed below may be contacted for additional information about the regulatory 
rules under consideration.  

 
(2) The State Public Defender is also contemplating regulatory rule changes in the 

near future relating to the scope of a court appointment and minimum 
qualifications for different types of cases in which appointment is made. The 
State Public Defender is considering rules intended to simplify and clarify the 
circumstances in which it is permissible for a court appointed attorney to 
delegate matters to another attorney or paralegal in the same law office and then 
to receive payment from the indigent defense fund for those delegated matters. 
The State Public Defender is also considering rules relating to minimum 
requirements relating to education, training, and experience in order for persons 
to be eligible for appointment to represent indigent persons entitled to 
representation and for other persons involved in court appointed representation 
in different types of cases.  Alternatives will be considered in an attempt to 
simplify and clarify the procedures to the maximum extent possible, to promote 
efficiency and to make the rules more consistent with the regulatory objectives 
and priorities specified in this Regulatory Plan.   

 
The legal basis for each regulatory change will be the State Public Defender’s 
authority granted by Iowa Code chapter 13B.  None of the contemplated rule 
changes is required by statute or court order, other than the State Public 
Defender’s statutory charge of the Office in Iowa Code chapter 13B. There is an 
ongoing need to review and improve the procedures to allow the most efficient 
utilization of the budget and resources of the Office of the State Public 
Defender. No costs are anticipated in the consideration, drafting or adoption of 
the contemplated rule changes other that the ordinary administrative costs 
associated with drafting the changes and complying with the Iowa 
Administrative Procedure Act. There are no statutory or judicial deadlines for 
actions on the rules under consideration, and there is no agency timetable for 
action on the changes to the rules. The Agency Rules Administrator listed below 
may be contacted for additional information about the regulatory rules under 
consideration.  
 

 (3) The State Public Defender is also contemplating regulatory changes in the near 
future in response to the improper billing practices of some indigent defense 
contract attorneys. These may include, but are not limited to, new rules setting a 
maximum number of aggregate hours that an attorney can bill in a day, 
requiring more detailed itemized time and expense reimbursement records, 
establishing additional documentation requirements for claims of attorneys 
whose contracts were cancelled for improper billing practices, and clarifying the 
prohibition on other improper billing practices, such as standardized billing, 
estimated billing, and duplicative mileage reimbursements. Alternatives will be 
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considered in an attempt to simplify and clarify the procedures to the maximum 
extent possible, to promote efficiency and to make the rules more consistent 
with the regulatory objectives and priorities as specified in this Regulatory Plan.   

 
The legal basis for each regulatory change will be the State Public Defender’s 
authority granted by Iowa Code chapter 13B.  None of the contemplated rule 
changes is required by statute or court order, other than the State Public 
Defender’s statutory charge of the Office in Iowa Code chapter 13B. There is an 
ongoing need to review and improve the procedures to allow the most efficient 
utilization of the budget and resources of the Office of the State Public 
Defender. No costs are anticipated in the consideration, drafting or adoption of 
the contemplated rule changes other that the ordinary administrative costs 
associated with drafting the changes and complying with the Iowa 
Administrative Procedure Act. There are no statutory or judicial deadlines for 
actions on the rules under consideration, and there is no agency timetable for 
action on the changes to the rules. The Agency Rules Administrator listed below 
may be contacted for additional information about the regulatory rules under 
consideration.  
 

 
 

 
Rulemaking Docket 

 
There are no pending rulemaking proceedings pending by the State Public Defender.  
 
 
 
 

Agency Rules Administrator 
 

The name, address, telephone number, and fax number of the State Public Defender’s Agency 
Rules Administrator are: 
 

Kurt Swaim 
First Assistant State Public Defender 
Office of State Public Defender 
Lucas State Office Building, 4th Floor 
321 E. 12th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50319-0087 
Tel:  (515) 242-6159 
Fax: (515) 281-7289 
 

Information concerning the State Public Defender’s rules may be obtained by contacting the 
above Agency Rules Administrator.   
 
This regulatory plan was last updated March 25, 2014. 


